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Since the outbreak of the Gaza war, the scale of new settlements advanced in East Jerusalem
exceeds that of any other period in the last three decades. In the past 2.5 years, plans for 10 major
new settlements with over 20,000 housing units have advanced in East Jerusalem alone, with one
currently under construction. Givat Hamatos--once a longstanding international redline due to its
ramifications on the two-state framework--is the first new major settlement to be constructed in
East Jerusalem in over 20 years. The new settlement, together with the existing Har Homa and Gilo
settlements and the recently approved Lower Aqueduct plan, will create a settlement wedge along

the southern flank and detach East Jerusalem from Bethlehem and the southern West Bank. It will
likewise complete the encirclement of Beit Safafa with Israeli settlements, which will further
constrict its growth and deepen housing deprivation in the neighborhood.

The settlement of Givat Hamatos is being promoted in stages with the use of numerous plans for a
total of 7310 housing units. Givat Hamatos A is currently under construction while two plans for the
settlement’s expansion were approved in 2024 and 2025.

e Givat Hamatos A: As noted above, Givat Hamatos A is currently under construction. The
plan, which was initiated by the Israel Land Authority and includes 2610 housing units, was
approved in 2012 but had remained frozen until 2020 due to US and international
opposition. Following the Trump Administration’s release of its so-called “peace plan” in
early 2020, Netanyahu quickly moved to announce the promotion of tenders for 1257 of
these housing units as part of his re-election campaign at the time. The tenders were
officially published and thereafter open for bidding in November 2020 against the backdrop
of the US election. The winning bidders were announced on January 20, 2021, just hours
before the inauguration of US President Biden, underscoring the government’s resolve to
solidify finalization of the project before the Biden administration formally assumed office.
Infrastructure works began in 2022, and in July 2023, building permits were approved for
laying the apartment buildings’ foundations, while numerous building permit applications
were filed for the construction of the residential units themselves.

It should be noted that among the housing units being constructed, roughly 470 of them
were marketed as part of a lottery scheme for government-subsidized housing whereby
eligible Israelis can obtain apartments at a discounted price. In a last-ditch effort to halt the
tender process, Ir Amim filed a lawsuit in January 2021 against the state, arguing that the
housing lottery’s eligibility criteria discriminated against Palestinian residents of East
Jerusalem. While the lawsuit ultimately did not halt the tender process, it did force the state

to remove the discriminatory criteria, enabling East Jerusalem residents to qualify not only

for housing lotteries in Jerusalem, but across Israel.


https://mailchi.mp/ir-amim/israel-approves-lower-aqueduct-plan?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://peacenow.org.il/en/the-ministry-of-housing-opened-the-lottery-for-the-purchase-of-apartments-in-givat-hamatos
https://mailchi.mp/ir-amim/following-ir-amim-petition-against-discrimination-palestinian-residents-now-eligible-for-subsidized-housing-scheme-in-givat-hamatos-elsewhere?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://mailchi.mp/ir-amim/following-ir-amim-petition-against-discrimination-palestinian-residents-now-eligible-for-subsidized-housing-scheme-in-givat-hamatos-elsewhere?e=%5bUNIQID%5d

Current Status: Construction of apartments has been underway since the second half of
2023.

Hebron Road Strip (formerly known as Givat Hamatos D): The plan calls for 3500 housing
units and 1300 hotel rooms on 140 dunams along the eastern edge of Givat Hamatos. It will
enlarge the planned settlement in Givat Hamatos by nearly 40% and extend it eastwards
towards the settlement of Har Homa, further consolidating Israeli geographical contiguity
along the southern perimeter of East Jerusalem. For further details, see our alert.

Current Status: The plan was approved in December 2024

Tzamarot Plan (Givat Hamatos A Housing Unit Increase): this plan calls for increasing the
building capacity in Givat Hamatos A by adding an additional 1500 housing units via building
height increase in some of the plots. It will effectively enlarge the total number of housing
units allocated for Givat Hamatos A from 2610 to 3810 housing units. See our alert for
further details.

Current Status: The plan was approved in July 2025.


https://mailchi.mp/ir-amim/state-poised-to-advance-givat-hamatos-expansion-plan-towards-final-approval-this-week?e=%5bUNIQID%5d
https://mailchi.mp/ir-amim/israeli-authorities-promote-new-plans-for-additional-1200-housing-units-in-givat-hamatos-and-givat-shaked-expansion

