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Unprecedented Acceleration of Displacement in Silwan, East Jerusalem

June 2026

Silwan, the Palestinian neighborhood located just south of the Old City in East Jerusalem, lies at the heart of
the Old City Basin — one of the most religiously and politically sensitive areas of the region. Due to its
proximity to Jerusalem’s most sacred sites and the historical assets within its bounds, Silwan has long faced
concerted pressure from the state and settler groups. This has played out through forced expulsions,
demolitions, and touristic settlement initiatives aimed at displacing the local Palestinian population and
deepening Israeli control over the space.

After the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war in October 2023, the situation in the neighborhood dramatically
escalated. Forced evictions and settler takeovers of Palestinian homes in the Batan al Hawa area surged
alongside an unparalleled number of demolitions in the adjacent Al Bustan community (see maps below). If
these efforts are not halted, over 2,000 Palestinians will be displaced in the immediate vicinity of Al
Agsa/Temple Mount—amounting to one of the largest waves of expulsions in East Jerusalem since 1967.
An estimated 460 Palestinians have already been displaced in the past two years alone—half of whom just
since the start of 2026 with hundreds more under imminent threat of the same outcome.

These moves should be seen as part of the broader escalation of settler violence, land seizure, and
displacement across the West Bank, alongside heightened efforts in Jerusalem to erode the Palestinian
presence, reshape the city’s multireligious and multicultural character, and undermine East Jerusalem’s
viability as a future Palestinian capital.

Batan al Hawa, Silwan

Over the past 1 % years, a total of 33 families (~160 people) in Batan al Hawa have been evicted and their
homes transferred to settlers, including 18 families just since the start of 2026. This marks the highest
number of forced evictions in the neighborhood on record, bringing the total number of evicted families over
the years to 50—more than 1/2 of the community. Another 27 families, numbering some 135 people, face
imminent eviction in the coming months after exhausting all legal remedies. This includes the community
leader and his family, who have worked tirelessly for years to prevent the community’s displacement.
Proceedings against numerous other families continue to advance in the lower courts. If the current
trajectory continues, a total of 85 Palestinian families—some 700 residents—will be displaced from Batan al
Hawa.

The evictions are based on a discriminatory 1970 Israeli law that enables Jews to reclaim alleged pre-1948
property in East Jerusalem while denying Palestinians parallel restitution rights for property lost in West
Jerusalem and Israel during the same war. The eviction claims were filed by the Ateret Cohanim settler
organization through its dubious appropriation of a 19™" century Jewish trust claiming land ownership in the
area from the late 1800s. This is despite the fact that these lands had since been purchased, developed, and
inhabited by Palestinian families over the past seven decades. Ateret Cohanim, aided by state bodies, have
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been systematically working over the past 20 years to forcibly evict Palestinian families from Batan al Hawa
and take over their homes for Jewish settlement. The same organization has also been involved in similar
efforts to seize iconic properties in the Christian, Armenian, and Muslim Quarters of the Old City.

The spike in evictions in Batan al Hawa was precipitated by a series of recent Supreme Court decisions which
systematically denied residents the right to appeal, ending all remaining legal recourse. This created a legal
precedent that has adversely impacted the outcome of every subsequent case in the community.

Al Bustan, Silwan

In parallel to the surge in forced evictions, 58 homes have been demolished in the adjacent area of Al Bustan
in the past two years alone--constituting the highest number of demolitions in the area on record. An
estimated 300 residents have already been displaced as a result. These include 17 homes that were
demolished just since January 2026, affecting approximately 135 people.

The entire neighborhood of 115 homes is under threat of destruction as part of the government’s plan to
replace it with an Israeli biblically themed tourist attraction. The site would link seamlessly with other tourist
and archaeological sites operated by settler groups in the area. If not halted, a total of 1550 Palestinians
stand to be displaced from the neighborhood. International pressure had largely staved off demolitions over
the past 15 years. Yet that changed after the outbreak of the Israel-Hamas war when the Jerusalem
municipality suddenly halted all negotiations with the community to secure a housing solution for the area.
The plan for Al Bustan is part of broader initiatives to expand Israeli tourist and national parks throughout
the Old City Basin, including onto lands owned by churches, such as on the Mount of Olives. Demolitions are
executed under the pretext of lacking Israeli building permits impossible for residents to obtain.

Conclusion

Although these processes are carried out under a veneer of legality and upheld by the Israeli judiciary, they
are underpinned by systemic discrimination enshrined within the Israeli legal system that deprive
Palestinians of basic rights and any genuine path to justice. As confirmed by the International Court of Justice,
such actions are a grave violation of human rights and international law and tantamount to a form of forcible
transfer.

Beyond the severe humanitarian impact, the looming large-scale displacement of Silwan residents carries
far-reaching implications for the political future of Jerusalem and the region as well as overall global stability
and security.

(maps below)
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