pmy W
ir amim

After Receipt of Eviction Notice, the Shehadeh Family Can be Forcibly Evicted

from their Home in Batan al-Hawa, Silwan in 10 Days
24 July 2024

Against the backdrop of the ICJ advisory opinion, the 15-member Shehadeh family is under
threat of being forcibly removed from their home in Batan al-Hawa, Silwan in ten days. On
July 14, the Shehadeh family received an eviction notice by the Enforcement and Collection
Authority, demanding that they vacate their home within 20 days of the notice's receipt.
Thereafter, from August 4, the family will be subject to forced removal from their home and
can be executed over the course of 14 days.

All legal remedies have been exhausted in this case. Due to the inherent
political nature of these measures, the eviction can only be halted
through public pressure and state intervention.

The eviction order comes just two months after the conclusion of all court proceedings in
the family's case and just two weeks after the District Court ruled to evict 11 more families
from the same community. In April, the Supreme Court rejected the Shehadeh family's

leave to appeal. In a last-ditch effort, the family filed a petition to the Supreme Court,

arguing that Justice Sohlberg, the presiding judge in their leave to appeal, violated protocol
in his handling of the case. The court summarily dismissed their petition on May 26,

placing the family under imminent threat of eviction.

In parallel to this, on July 16, settlers forcibly entered the Abu Nab family home in the same
community and began reportedly renovating the property just days after the District Court
rejected the family’s appeal against their eviction. This is despite the fact that the court set
the eviction date for January 2025, and the family still has the right to file a leave to appeal
to the Supreme Court. Since 2015, the Jawad Abu Nab family has been barred access to the
home after settlers took control of the only entrance leading to the family’s house. The
settlers then took advantage of the fact that the property was empty and seized the home
following the court’s ruling.

The Abu Nab family is among 11 Palestinian families (66 individuals) whose appeals were

rejected by the District Court two weeks ago. While the families will file a request to appeal

to the Supreme Court, there is no guarantee they will be granted this right as demonstrated
by the decision in the Shehadeh family case.

These families are among some 85 Palestinian families, consisting of over 700 individuals,
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who face largescale displacement and settler takeovers of their homes in Batan al-Hawa.
This is a result of eviction claims filed by a Jewish trust established in the 19th century,
which is now controlled by the Ateret Cohanim settler group who is exploiting it to take
over Palestinian homes for Jewish settlement. See here for full details.

While carried out under a veneer of legitimacy, the proceedings are
underpinned by discriminatory domestic laws, political motivations, and a
system that is rigged against Palestinians from the outset which deprives them
of equal access to justice.

As affirmed by the International Court of Justice last week, forced evictions and the
transfer of settlers into occupied territory is in contravention of international law. The
former constitutes a breach of the prohibition on forcible transfer and the latter, a violation
of the prohibition on transferring the occupying power’s civilian population into the
territory, both enshrined in the Fourth Geneva Convention. According to the ICJ’s advisory
opinion, Israel bears the obligation, among other legal consequences, to repeal all
legislation and measures that discriminate against Palestinians and aim to alter the
demographic composition of the territory while providing reparations for the damage
incurred. Israel likewise remains obligated to respect the right of the Palestinian people to
self-determination.

All efforts must thus be made tocompel Israel to comply with these
provisions. In the short-term, Israel must immediately halt the impending
evictions and safeguard the families' rights to their homes, communities, and

city.

How the State Can Halt the Evictions

1. Refrain from dispatching police to carry out the evictions due to security and
political constraints. Evictions cannot be executed without heavy police and
paramilitary force escort.

2. Expropriate the respective properties for public purposes and the benefit of the
local population to allow the families to remain in their homes. Since 1967, Israel
has expropriated approximately 1/3 of the land in East Jerusalem (over 20,000
dunams), the majority of which was owned by Palestinians, to build Israeli
settlements.

3. Change government policy and cease application of the discriminatory law which
enables the evictions and/or take steps to amend the problematic elements in the
law or repeal it entirely.

4. Issue alegal opinion via the Attorney General which grants rights to the residents to
continue to reside in their homes. The court has asked the Attorney General to
weigh-in on several eviction cases in Batan al-Hawa already.
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See previous alert for detailed background information on the discriminatory legislation,

Ateret Cohanim’s co-optation of the 19t century Jewish trust, and the state’s involvement
in expanding private settlement in Silwan.
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1- 12 units, Beit Yonatan, occupied 2004 1- Dweik, 7 units.
2- 1 unit, Beit Ha'Davash, occupied 2004 2. Shweii(i 3 units Over 80 additional families are facing
3- 3 units, Al-Qawasmeh, occupied 9/2014 3- Odeh 1'units eviction demands, placing nearly 700
4- 3 units, Abu Nab, occupied 5/2015 ikt 3 people at risk of displacement
5- 11 units, Jamal Sarhan, occupied 82015 4- Rajabi, 3 units. )
6- 2 units, Abu Nab family 10/2015 5- Rajabi, 4 units
7- 1 unit , Jamal Sarhan, occupied 1072018
8- Awwad Building 04/2021
9- Abu Diab building 04/2021

The Shehedah family home is marked by the red circle.
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A map illustrating the growing ring of Israeli settlement and control around the Old City
Basin marked by evictions of Palestinians, settler enclaves, touristic settlement sites,
green space, and national parks.
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